The Right Swab for the Job

Red top used for
aerobic cultures,
fungal cultures, GBS
testing, MRSA testing

White top eSwab
used for anaerobic
testing

Blue top eSwab with
flexible swab used for
aerobic specimens
collected by ENT’s

Sterile container used
for other types of
aerobic specimens
that can’t be
collected with swab
(such as sputum, IUD,
etc.)




Red top Universal
Viral Transport media
(VTM) with swab
broken at scored line.
Used for BioFire
Respiratory Panel,
SARS/Flu/RSV PCR,
HSV PCR testing,
specimens intended
for viral cultures/PCR
testing.

Pink top transport
tube with swab
broken at scored line.

Used for Vaginitis
Panel (VP) and
GC/Chlamydia (CTNG)
testing. If testing for
both, send two
collection containers.

When used for CTNG
testing, must be
labeled with source —
anal, oral or vaginal.




Swab used for Rapid
Strep and back-up
Strep culture.
Separate swabs
needed for each test.

Rapid COVID/Flu or
RSV swab — Sterile
Foam Tipped
Applicator; Rayon
swabs will be
rejected.

If ordering both
COVID/Flu and RSV,
two swabs are
needed.

Nasopharyngeal
swab. Place swab in
VTM prior to sending
to lab.

Stool culture swab
with transport media.




